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Coastal Communities: 
Vital to U.S. and International 
Economies  

45 percent of the U.S. national gross 
domestic product is contributed by 
coastal communities
 51 million jobs

Coastal habitats help reduce 
impacts of floods, storms, and 
climate change on coastal 
communities by absorbing water, 
wave energy, and other stressors.



Billion Dollar Disasters: Fact of 
Life



Weather-related versus 
Geophysical Events

Source: Munich RE



Sea Level Trend: Atlantic City, NJ

Mean Sea Level 
Trend



Greenland Ice Melt



Determining Risk
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Chart courtesy of Western Kentucky University



Sandy: A Turning Point?



Shrewsbu
ry River, 
NJ



Shared Flood Risk 
Management: Buying Down 

Risk



Adaptation Costs of Climate 
Change Risks



Multiple Lines of Defense



Green/Gray Infrastructure





Change is Here: Time to Act is 
Now
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